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Cricket and golf are making great strides. First-class polo is played, not only in the vicinity of Buenos Ayres, at Palermo and the English Club called Hurlingham, but all over the country. Nearly all the principal estancias have their polo teams, and many interesting meetings are held. Followers of the game in England will probably remember the successes at Ranelagh, Roehampton and Hurlingham of the Argentine teams " Wild Horse Ranch " and " Baguel," in which figured such names as Scott-Robson, Traill, "and Schwind. Soon genuine homebred Argentines will take their place in the polo world.
Tennis, hockey, boxing and fencing are also favourite pastimes of the Argentines, who take even their games seriously, and for practically all their sports have the services of English professional trainers.
Argentine women are extremely beautiful, with dark hair and velvet eyes to match. They dress very well, and get most of their wardrobe in Paris, that beloved second home of most of them, from which they are seldom absent more than a year at a time. I am speaking, of course, of the wealthier women. They have the Southerners' charm also, and are so hospitably inclined that they carry out almost to the letter the ideal hospitality of the old Spanish hidalgo typified in the words still so generally heard in the Argentine, "Mi casa es a su disposicion " (" My house is at your disposal").
Argentine women are famed for their magnificent jewels, even in such bejewelled social centres as Paris and London. Yet in Buenos Ayres these jewels are seldom en evidence even at the opera* TheTHE ARGENTINE                  203
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